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 FIDELITY INVESTMENTS® AND THE BOSTON POPS ANNOUNCE WINNERS OF  
THE 2010 FIDELITY FUTURESTAGE MUSIC COMPETITION 

 

Boston Public School Students to Perform with the Boston Pops on May 26 at Symphony Hall 
 
 

BOSTON, May 18, 2010 -- Fidelity Investments® and the Boston Pops today announced the winners of 

the second annual Fidelity FutureStage 2010 Music Competition, a city-wide competition for Boston and 

Cambridge Public High School student musicians to perform at the Boston Pops concert at Symphony Hall on 

Wednesday, May 26 at 8:00 pm.  The competition is part of Fidelity FutureStage, a national arts education 

initiative created by Fidelity Investments in 2006 to support middle and high school students in public schools 

and communities. 

The four winning musical acts, including soloists and small ensembles, represent musical styles that 

range from jazz to bluegrass to international. In anticipation of their big night on the Symphony Hall stage, the 

student musicians will work directly with professional coaches including Keith Lockhart and musicians of the 

Boston Pops, who will help them prepare for their performances on May 26.    

 

Winners of the 2010 Fidelity FutureStage Music Competition: 

 LaWanda Hector (Dorchester), an 18 year-old senior vocalist from Roland Hayes 
School of Music; T. Davis Dillon of Roland Hayes School of Music, mentor.   

 

 Muhan Zhang (Boston), a 17 year-old senior from Boston Latin School playing the 
erhu (two stringed bowed instrument); Chi-Sun Chan of Greater Boston Chinese 
Cultural Association, mentor.   

 

 Copley Place from Boston Latin School, featuring: 
- Ian Haines (Jamaica Plain), a 15 year-old sophomore banjoist 
- Christopher Nguyen (Roslindale), a 18 year-old senior playing the cello 
- Annie Osborn (Charlestown), a 18 year-old senior violinist 
- Sherry Wu (West Roxbury), a 17 year-old senior violinist 
- Paul Pitts of Boston Latin School, mentor 

 

 Charlie Brown Blues Band from Boston Arts Academy, featuring: 
- Gregory Groover Jr. (Roxbury), a 16 year-old junior saxophonist  
- Gustavo Hernandez (Roslindale), a 18 year-old senior percussionist 
- Nicolas Perez (Boston), a 17 year-old junior pianist 
- Max Ridley (Boston), a 16 year-old junior playing the double bass 
- Matt Clauhs of Boston Arts Academy, mentor  
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 “It's an absolute delight to work with these talented young performers from our public schools and to 

showcase them at one of this season's Boston Pops concerts,” said Boston Pops Conductor Keith Lockhart. “I 

imagine that nearly every musician who performs on the Symphony Hall stage remembers the great joy and 

satisfaction that came from exploring music in their student days.  Whether these students go on to 

professional music careers or become regular concert goers, the opportunities provided by Fidelity 

FutureStage are sure to inspire a life-long love of music.”   

Three of the student musicians who will perform this year are repeat winners of the competition, 

though as part of new ensembles.  Gustavo Hernandez, a senior percussionist from Boston Arts Academy, 

made his Boston Pops debut last spring as part of the jazz ensemble “The Underground Trio.” He cites his 2009 

performance onstage with the Boston Pops as his biggest accomplishment to date and is thrilled to return to 

the Symphony Hall stage. “This experience has taught me that I can achieve anything,” said Hernandez.    

That sentiment matches with Fidelity’s goals for the FutureStage program.  “Fidelity created the 

FutureStage program to provide more opportunities for students to participate in the arts and encourage 

them to explore and share their talents,” said Jennifer K. Brown, executive vice president at Fidelity.  “The 

winners of the 2010 Fidelity FutureStage Music Competition represent some of the great talent in our local 

classrooms, and we look forward to their performances at Symphony Hall on May 26.”  

The ten student musicians who make up the musical acts that will perform with the Boston Pops are 

part of the FutureStage Class of 2010, joining winning student musicians of Fidelity FutureStage Music 

Competitions also held this spring in Chicago and Houston.  The competition winners in those two cities are 

now preparing for concerts with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the Houston Symphony, respectively.  

Fidelity FutureStage will host a similar competition in Los Angeles, this fall, where students will compete for 

the opportunity to perform with the Los Angeles Philharmonic.  In the meantime, students from one of Fidelity 

FutureStage schools in Los Angeles, Renaissance Arts Academy, will perform at opening night of the Hollywood 

Bowl, an annual event that celebrates music education. 
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To select the four student acts in Boston, Fidelity Investments and the Boston Pops conducted a city-

wide search for Boston and Cambridge public high school musicians and vocalists.  After a review of submitted 

audition tapes, finalists were called back to audition on stage at Symphony Hall before an expert panel of 

judges.  Led by the Boston Pops and First Night, the judging panel included: Dennis Alves, Director of Artistic 

Planning, Boston Pops; Lois Roach, First Night, Boston; Joyce Kulhawik, veteran arts and entertainment news 

anchor; Alex Alvear, performance and production manager, Villa Victoria Center for the Arts; Pat Hollenbeck, 

musician and arranger, Boston Pops; Susan Davenny Wyner, soprano and conductor; Chuck Gayton, Baruch 

Gayton Entertainment Group. 

In addition to showcasing these talented student musicians, the May 26 Boston Pops concert will 

feature special guest Maureen McGovern, one of America’s most popular vocalists.  Her performance will 

feature songs from her newest album, A Long and Winding Road, which finds her reconnecting with the songs 

that inspired her beginnings as a folk singer in the late ’60s. The album features an eclectic mix of tunes from 

such groundbreaking singer-songwriters as Joni Mitchell, Paul Simon, Carole King, and Paul McCartney. Songs 

include “The Times They Are a-Changin’,” “The 59th Street Bridge Song,” “Fire and Rain,” and “Let It Be.” 

 

About Fidelity FutureStage: Resources, Experiences and Mentorship 

Fidelity FutureStage was created by Fidelity Investments to support music and other arts education 

programs in local schools and communities.  The program grew from the company’s long-standing 

commitment to arts and culture including its support of many of the nation’s leading symphonies, Broadway 

productions and community arts organizations. 

 Today, working with some of the world’s most recognized orchestras, Fidelity FutureStage provides 

unique educational opportunities for students to explore and expand their interests in music, including: the 

donation of new musical instruments, field trips to symphony rehearsals and concerts, classroom workshops 

by symphony musicians, professional mentoring and opportunities for student ensembles to perform in public 

forums. In addition to Boston, Fidelity FutureStage music programs are underway in Chicago, Houston and Los 

Angeles. 
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Since 2006, Fidelity FutureStage music and theater programs have touched more than 23,000 students 

representing over 160 public schools in 26 cities across the country.  To date, the program has donated more 

than 1,200 new instruments valued at over $1.35 million.   

 

For more information about Fidelity FutureStage and the Fidelity FutureStage 2010 Music Competition 
student winners, visit www.futurestage.com. 
 

Tickets for “Fidelity FutureStage at the Boston Pops” on May 26 may be purchased online at 
www.bostonpops.org or by phone through SymphonyCharge at 617-266-1200 or 888-266-1200. 
 
 

About Fidelity Investments  

Fidelity Investments is one of the world's largest providers of financial services, with assets under administration of 
more than $3.3 trillion, including managed assets of $1.5 trillion, as of March 31, 2010. Founded in 1946, the firm is 
a leading provider of investment management, retirement planning, portfolio guidance, brokerage, benefits 
outsourcing and many other financial products and services to more than 20 million individuals and institutions, as 
well as through 5,000 financial intermediary firms. For more information about Fidelity Investments, visit 
www.fidelity.com. 
 

About the Boston Pops 
The Boston Pops Orchestra was founded in 1885 as a subsection of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, founded four 
years earlier. Keith Lockhart currently is in his fifteenth season as conductor of the Boston Pops and was named the 
20th conductor in February 1995. The Boston Pops, "America's Orchestra," performs for an audience of nearly 
900,000 people annually in Boston, across the country, and around the world, and reaches millions more through 
its recordings and television broadcasts.  For more, visit www.bso.org. 
 

Fidelity FutureStage is a community arts education initiative of Fidelity Investments. 
Fidelity Investments, the Fidelity Pyramid Design and Fidelity FutureStage are registered service marks of FMR LLC. 

All third party marks appearing herein are the property of their respective owners. 
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MORE ABOUT THE FIDELITY FUTURESTAGE CLASS OF 2010 BOSTON WINNERS: 
 
LAWANDA HECTOR, Vocals:  LaWanda first found her voice singing along with the radio with her older sister 
during their childhood on the Caribbean island of Dominica. Now a senior at Roland Hayes School of Music, 
LaWanda only began singing in front of an audience over the last year.  Despite the short time she has been 
performing in public, she has quickly learned to love the spotlight.  On her FutureStage win and upcoming 
opportunity to perform on stage at Symphony Hall, LaWanda says, “I do not think I can put into words how 
truly happy, surprised and grateful I am for receiving this opportunity.”  Inspired by her sister and the popular 
singer Pink, and supported by her music teacher Paul Pitts, LaWanda plans to continue studying music after 
she graduates from high school.  
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MUHAN ZHANG, Erhu: Muhan Zhang, a senior at Boston Latin School, discovered the erhu almost by accident 
six years ago, when he watched a friend taking a lesson from the only erhu instructor in New England.  This 
ancient and uncommon instrument, similar in many ways to a violin, immediately sparked Muhan’s interest, 
and set him off on a journey of musical and personal discovery.  Inspired by other Boston-based experts in 
Chinese music and bolstered by his family and his instructor Chi-Sun Chan of the Greater Boston Chinese 
Cultural Association, Muhan looks forward to continuing his career playing the erhu, and sharing the music of 
this unique instrument with new audiences.  
 
 
COPLEY PLACE:  
 
IAN HAINES, Banjo: Ian Haines, a sophomore at Boston Latin School, started his music career playing the cello, 
but added the banjo to his repertoire two years ago.  Although he has played occasionally with jazz ensembles, 
Ian most enjoys playing bluegrass and folk music, and idolizes banjo players Tony Trischka and Béla Fleck.  Ian 
says that one of his favorite musical experiences to date has been participating in an instrument “petting zoo” 
where he showed young kids how to play the banjo.  His performance with the Boston Pops will be his first 
banjo performance in front of a large audience, and he describes himself as “mostly ner-vited,” a combination 
of nervous and excited. 
 
CHRISTOPHER NGUYEN, Cello:  Christopher Nguyen, a senior at Boston Latin School, is a two-time winner of 
the Fidelity FutureStage music competition, last year performing as part of “The Grieg Quartet.” He began 
playing cello six years ago, when a classmate encouraged him to switch from violin to cello, and quickly 
learned to love his new instrument. Recently, Christopher has begun to explore the technique of fiddling, 
which he describes as “so versatile and…self-expressive,” and plans to bring his newfound interest to bear in 
his 2010 FutureStage Finale performance.  Citing his parents and his music teacher as his most important 
musical influences, Christopher plans to continue with music after high school, and hopes to join a college 
orchestra and minor in music. 
 
ANNIE OSBORN, Violin: Annie Osborn, a senior, has been playing violin in studio recitals and music school 
concerts since she was five years old.  She fell in love with the violin as a toddler when she saw her older 
cousin playing fiddle, and has been nurturing her own interest in fiddling for the past two years. During time 
abroad studying in Italy with her chamber music group, and time living in Beijing, Annie says she learned that 
music could help her make a “very basic, cross-cultural connection.” Annie is looking forward to her debut at 
Symphony Hall, in particular because she will get to perform on the same stage as her former violin teacher, 
Clay Hoener, a principal second violinist for the Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra.  
 
SHERRY LILY WU, Violin: Sherry Lily Wu began playing violin 12 years ago, after her parents saw her imitate 
her brother’s violin playing with a coloring book on her shoulder and a stick in her hand. Now a senior at 
Boston Latin School, Sherry has played in regional and state competitions, and with the Boston Youth 
Symphony Orchestra.  Sherry was introduced to fiddling after joining the “Copley Place” quartet and quickly 
embraced the new style.  A life-long fan of the Boston Pops, Sherry ranks her participation in this competition 
and the opportunity to perform on stage at Symphony Hall as her top musical accomplishment thus far.  She 
plans to continue her music career in college. 
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CHARLIE BROWN BLUES BAND:  
 
GREGORY G. GROOVER, JR., Tenor saxophone: Boston Arts Academy junior Gregory Groover, Jr. has been 
playing tenor saxophone since seventh grade, when he joined the Berklee City music program.  During his time 
in the program, he had the honor of performing in front of jazz pioneer Ron Carter at a Berklee City Music 
Clinic. Gregory counts Carter, as well as Miles Davis, Chick Corea, John Coltrane, and other jazz greats, among 
his most profound musical influences. Gregory plans to continue his music education, hoping to attend the 
Berklee College of Music.  He’d like to major in music education and performance, and eventually to teach 
high school music to “give back to other students what teachers have given me.”   
 
GUSTAVO A. HERNANDEZ, Percussion: Gustavo Hernandez, a senior at Boston Arts Academy, found his love of 
music when he was nine years old, while learning to play the piano. By 13, he found the guitar and his true 
passion, drums. He credits his father, Bernardo, a bass and guitar player and teacher at Berklee, for 
introducing him to Latin and jazz music, which remain favorites today.  Gustavo is a two-time winner of the 
Fidelity FutureStage Music Competition, selected for last year’s concert finale as part of “The Underground 
Trio.” He is elated to have the opportunity to return to the Symphony Hall stage this year.  This fall, Gustavo 
will attend Berklee College of Music, which he plans to major in music performance and music education. 
 
NICHOLAS J. PEREZ, JR., Piano: Nicholas Perez, now a junior at Boston Arts Academy, first took an interest in 
the piano at the age of five.  Nicholas has received many honors and performance opportunities, but says his 
FutureStage win and opportunity to take the stage with the Boston Pops is the most exciting.  Nicholas credits 
BAA classmates who were FutureStage winners last year as the impetus to audition this spring.  Nicholas 
recently received the coveted Superior Musician Award from the Berklee Jazz Festival, lists jazz as his favorite 
performance music, and Herbie Hancock as his greatest musical inspiration.  He plans to continue his musical 
journey after high school, and hopes to attend the Berklee College of Music to major in music education and 
performance.     
 
MAX RIDLEY, Upright bass:  Max Ridley, a junior at Boston Arts Academy, started playing electric bass guitar in 
the 5th grade. “I got into the electric guitar because I wanted to be like Flea from the Red Hot Chili Peppers. 
My mom encouraged me to try the upright bass because she thought I could get more gigs.” That advice paid 
off, as Max is a second-time winner of the Fidelity FutureStage music competition.  In addition to performing 
with the Boston Pops, Max’s cites performing at the Berklee High School Jazz Festival and sharing the stage 
with renowned jazz trombonist Delfeayo Marsalis, as another of his favorite experiences in music.  Max hopes 
to attend the Berklee College of Music and pursue a career in music education. 
 

#  #  # 
 

 

 

 

 
 


